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TheRE’S all kinds of technology: aerospace technology, refrigeration 
technology, so much more. But what’s at the foreground of our lives day 
to day is media, communication and information technology. Here are a 
hundred historical artifacts showing that diverse field’s amazing evolution.______________________________________________
TheY are physical objects that allow us to enter, function, and interact 
within a supplementary, non-physical, man-made world. ______________________________________________
They are the near-magical technologies we’ve developed to capture and 
convert visual, audio, text and numeric content into an artificial form that 
can then be manipulated, stored, transmitted and re-presented.
______________________________________________

They are the consumer and business products that put an inconceivably 
complex web of global and local connections and resources at our fingertips.______________________________________________

They are the the toys and tools that, along with motorized transportation, 
have done the most to define modern life; seeing them all together offers 
historical context to current devices, and modern context to vintage devices.______________________________________________
They are three separate industries that have largely converged into one; 
in fact, an iPhone performs the function of virtually every item here.______________________________________________
They are not collectible rarities; they are common items that have enriched 
our lives and extended our reach on a mass scale. Increasingly portable, 
they’ve brought people, organizations, companies and nations together in 
the virtual town square we now know as the global community.______________________________________________
They are the machines that we have grown so dependent on over the past 
century or so, that a sudden overall breakdown of the technology would be 
nearly apocalyptic in all but the most ‘primitive’ corners of human civilization.



	 Nautical Signal Lantern
	 c1890 Meteorite Unknown Model                           $325

	 ‘Magic Lantern’ Slide Projector
 	c1897 Ernst Plank Unknown Model                       $142

	 Folding Camera
	 1899 Rochester Optical Co. Reko Orig. Price  $20   $225

	 Stereoscope
	 1901 Underwood & Underwood Sun Sculpture       $50

	 Index Typewriter
	 c1902 Simplex No. 1  $2                                           $5

	 Mimeograph Duplicator
	 c1903 Neostyle Rotary No. 6                                  $50

	 Cylinder Phonograph + Brass Horn
	 1905 Edison Standard  $20                                   $332

	 Hand-Cranked Telephone Ringer Box
	 1907 General Electric Type 315                             $33

	 Box Camera
	 c1908 Kodak Brownie No.3  $4                             $10

	 Slide Rule
	 1909 Keuffel & Esser Polyphase 4053-3                $8

	 Table-Top Platen Printing Press
	 c1910 Sigwalt Chicago No. 11  $10                         $13

	
	 Auditorium Slide Projector

	 1911 Balopitcon Model C  $70                               $94

	 Crystal Radio Receiver
	  c1914 Unknown Make & Model                                   $50

	 Operator’s Mouthpiece, Headset and Patch Cord
	  c1915 Unknown Make & Model                                     $27

	 First Lever-Fill Fountain Pen
	 c1916 Scheaffer Clip 3S                                           $45

 	 Mechanical Adding Machine
	 1917 Amco Desk Figuring Machine  $35                     $15

	 Portable Typewriter
	 1917 Corona 3  $50                                                $150

	 Candlestick Telephone
	 1917 Western Electric 20AL                                  $122

	 WWI Field Telephone/Telegraph
	 1918 US Army Signal Corps EE-3                             $61

	 Telegraph Key and Sounder
	 c1919 Bunnell Unknown Model  $8                              $57

	 ‘House Telephone’ Intercom
	 c1920 Samson Junior                                               $20

	 Hand-Cranked Home Movie Projector
	 c1920 Keytone Moviegraph                                       $65

	 First Hand-Cranked Home Movie Camera
	 1923 Pathex Pathe Baby  $25                                     $91

	 Vacuum Tube Radio + Headphones
	 1924 RCA Radiola III  $24                                        $112

	 Carbon Microphone
	 c1927 Unknown Make & Model                                   $200

	 Pocket Adding Machine
	 c1930 Reliable Adding Machine Co. Ve Po Ad $3     $10
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	 Cradle Telephone

	 c1937 Western Electric 302                              $34

	 Cathedral Radio
	 c1938 Philco 37-84                                             $100

	 Graphic Arts Ruling Pen
	 c1946 Dietzgen  Unknown Model                               $0

	 Television
 	 1947 Motorola Golden View VT-71 $190             $79

	 Electric Calculating Machine
 	 c1948 Monroe LA5-160                                   $27

	 Juke Box Selector
 	 1950 Seeburg Wall-O-Matic 100 3-W1                $117

	 Korean/Vietnam War Army Walkie Talkie
	 1950 Raytheon PRC-6                                          $30

	 First Retractable Ball Point Pen
	 c1952 Frawley Pen Co. Papermate                   $14

	 Press Camera + Rangefinder, Flash, Light Meter
	 c1952 Graflex Crown Graphic 4x5 $400        $132

	 Miniature Spy Camera
	 1953 Minox GmbH Minox AIII                           $47

	 3-D Slide Viewer
   1953 Deep-Vue Life Like                                           $0 

Military   
 Pilot’s Dead Reckoning Computer

	  c1953 G. Felsenthal & Sons MB-4                              $15 
	 Point-and-Shoot Camera	

	 c1954 Kodak Brownie Holiday $5                              $5

	 Portable Wire Recorder + Mic
 	 1955 Protona GMBH Minifon P55 $290         $115

	
	 ‘Rabbit Ears’ TV Antenna

	 c1955 Channel Master Canaveral                    $20

	   8mm Film Editing Machine
   1957 Kalart EV-8                                                       $10

	 Mainframe Computer Core Memory
	 1958 UNIVAC II $2000                                          $85

	 ‘Bullet’ Style Microphone
	 c1959 Argonne AR-54                                               $0

 
	 ‘Pill’ Style Microphone

	 c1959 Argonne AR-57                                          $36
	
	 Portable Record Player

	 c1960 RCA Victor 1-EMP-2E                                            $10

	 Transistor Radio
	 1961 Arvin 61R13                                               $10

	
 	 First Wireless TV Remote 

 	 1956-65 Zenith Space Command                                    $30

	 Opaque Projector
	 1965 Rainbow Crafts Magnajector mj100 $8      $14

	 Walkie Talkies
 	 c1967 Realistic 9                                                $10

	 Printed Circuit Board
	 1968 Teletype 33ARS                                            $25

 	
	 ‘Beer Can’ AM Radio

	 c1970 Unknown Make & Model                                    $7
	
	 Police Car Scanner and 2-Way Radio + Mic

	
1970  Motorola Mocom-70                                    $33

__________________________________________________
F u t u r e  A c q u i s i t i o n s

	 Home Movie Projector
	 c1947 Revere 85

 
	 Portable Data Card Punch

	 1958 IBM Port-A-Punch
 
	 Drive-In Movie Car Speaker

	 c1959 Simplex Unknown Model
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	 ‘Space Age Design’ TV	

   1970 Panasonic Orbitel TR-005                          $68

	  First Commercial Pager	
   1974 Motorola Pageboy                                              $16  

	 First Computer Microprocessor/CPU Chip
	 1974 Intel C8080 $360                                         $37

	 Designer Telephone
	 1974 Western Electric Sculptura                       $24 

	
	 Car 8-Track Music Player	

	 c1975 Holiday Model 51                                                            $15

	  Cable TV Set-Top Box
	  c1978  Jerrold SX-3                                                          $5

	 First Laptop Computer + Acoustic Coupler/Modem
	 1981 Epson HX-20 & CX-20 $1000                        $120  

	 First Handheld TV 	
	 1982 Sony Watchman FD-210 $250                        $15

	 First Handheld Cell Phone
	 1983-87 Motorola DynaTAC 8000 $4000             $125

	 First ‘Graphical Interface’ Computer + Keyboard, Mouse 
	 1984 Apple Macintosh $2500                                $200

	 First VHS Video Camcorder	
	 1984 JVC VideoMovie GR-C1 $2000                        $10

	 First Personal CD Player 	
	 1984 Sony D-50 (Discman) $200                              $35

	 First Multi-Cartridge Handheld Game Console  
	 1989 Nintendo Gameboy $90                                       $10

	 First Tablet Computer/Portable Touchscreen	
 	 1989 GRiD Systems GriDPad 1900 $3000           $20

	 First Consumer Digital Camera	
	 1990-92 Logitech Fotoman $1000                            $5

	
	 First Handheld Scanner	

	 1991 Logitech Scanman 256 $350                          $1
	

	
	  First Consumer Webcam	

	  1994 Connectix Quickcam $100                                  $5
	  
	  First Pocket PDA

	  1996 US Robotics Palm Pilot 1000 $300                   $9

	  First Handheld Map-Based GPS
	  1996 Magellan Trailblazer XL $300                        $20

	  First Handheld Keyboard/Text Messaging Device
   1996 Motorola PageWriter 2000X $400                $4

	  First Handheld Mobile Printer
	1996 Pentax PocketJet $475                                      $10

	  First Wearable Computer + Barcode Scanner
	 1996 Symbol WSS 1000                                   $37

	
 0	  First E-Book Reader

   1998 NuvoMedia Rocket eBook $200                      $10

	 First Digital Music Player + Earbuds
	 1998 Diamond Rio PMP300 $200                             $13

	
 0	  First Wireless Home Gateway

	 1999 Apple AirPort                                                    $12

	  First Web-Enabled Cell Phone
    2000 Nokia 7110 $600                                             $20

	     First Motion-Sensitive Game Controller	 	
    2006 Nintendo Wii				             $17

`	 First Third-World Education/Networking Platform	
	 2007 One Laptop Per Child XO-1 $200                           $47

	 First On-The-Go App Platform
	 2007 Apple iPhone (2G) $600                                     $38

	 First ‘Key’ Style Flash Drive                                                      
   2009 LaCie Iamakey                                                              $18 ___________________________________________________

F u t u r e  A c q u i s i t i o n s

	
`	 First Pocket Computer	

	 1980 Radio Shack TRS-80 PC-1 $250

               First Lightweight Video/Virtual Reality Goggles
  2006 Vuzix iWear VR920  $400
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MOSTLY FIRST IN THEIR 
CATEGORY, OF ALL THE 
STUFF WE’VE USED AT 
HOME, AT WORK AND 
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AND ON-THE-GO USE_______
THE CENTER OF 
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FROM HARDWARE TO 
SOFTWARE TO THE WEB


